INTRODUCTION TO THE TAI DIALECT OF LEI PING 

Lei Ping (LP) is located in southwest Kwangsi 
approximately thirty miles southwest of Lungming and 

twenty-five miles northeast of Lungchow. It is called 

4 4 
lay phig in the local dialect. The informant, Mr. 

4 3 4 
Liang Shao-lu (LP lyaag saaw nuu , Leuhng Siuh 

Lohk), was sixty-two years old and had lived in Hong 

Kong for seventeen years when Gedney interviewed him. 

The interviews took place in Hong Kong from May 12 

through 25, 1966, and on July 6,11,14,17, 1966. The 

5 3 3 _ ..5 5 
speaker gave the sentence goo caag poon thu vaa 

to mean 'I speak the native language*. Mr. Dominic 

Yip assisted as interpreter. 

References to the Lei Ping dialect can be found 
in Gedney s "Linguistic Diversity among Tai Dialects 
in Southern Kwangsi" [see this volume] and in Sarawit 
1973, which discusses the Proto-Tai vowel system and 
uses Gedney 's original data. 

In phonological structure, the Tai dialect of 
Lei Ping, like all other languages of the Tai family, 
shows distinctions in syllable-initial consonant, in 
vocalic nucleus, in syllable-final consonant, and in 
tone. The following phonological description has 
been determined from the available data. 

Tones. On open syllables (those ending with a 
final vowel, semivowel, or nasal). Lei Ping has five 



117 



tones. These tones, along with pitch levels and con- 
tours based on the Chao 5-level pitch scale (Chao 
1930), include the following: 

1 - high rising-falling, 454: maa 'dog'. 

2 - high level, with a final drop before pause, 44: 



2 .. 
maa to soak. 



3 



3 - rising, glottalized, 13: maa € horse\ 

4 - low-falling, 21: maa 'to come'. 

5 - low level, 11: taa maternal grandfather'. 



Checked syllables (those ending in p t k) with 
short vowels have tones phonetically similar to tones 
2 and 4 of open syllables; usually tone 5 appears on 

syllables that have cognates elsewhere with a long 

5 ^ 

vowel, for example lop 'to stroke' (Siamese luup ). 

Checked syllables with long vowels have tones phonet- 
ically similar to tones 2 and 5 of open syllables. 

The historical origins of this tonal system can 
be represented as follows: 
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Consonants. The following initial consonants 
have been recorded: 

Voiceless unspirated stops, p t c k ?: pii 2 

2 2 R 

year, tvk 'to shoot', cet seven', kee old', 
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7 aag 'basin*. 

Voiceless aspirated stops, ph th ch kh: pheek 

1 4 

'to explode', thw 'to carry', chim to taste, 

4 
khap 'to catch. 

3 2 

Voiced stops, b d: baa 'crazy', dik 'child'. 

The d is pronounced with a simultaneous glottal 

release. 

1 4 < 

Voiced nasals, m n g: mii 'bear', noon to lie 

4 < 
down, gooy to see. 

4 

Voiceless spirants, fish: fvn 'firewood, 

1 5 4, 

lyy 'tiger', swk 'rope', hoo 'person. 

Voiced sonorants. v 1 y: vaam 'language', laag 

2 
to wash', yiin 'tobacco'. 

2 
Initial clusters with w include kw khw: kwaa 

2 
melon', khwaa 'pants'. 

Initial clusters with y include py phy ky khy 

2 3 2 

by my hy ly: pyaa 'fish', phyaa 'orphan', kyaag 

2 5 5 

middle', khyay egg', byook 'flower', myaak 

2 2 4 

slippery', hyaag kaag 'Hong Kong', lyaag (in- 
formant's name), 

Final consonants include ptk^mngwyq: 

5 2 2 5 

ceep 'chaff, phat 'to winnow', hok 'six', loo? 

1 4,1 

(particle), neem 'to paste', yin 'to hear, hig 

3 2 3 

Voice', kaw 'nine', pay 'to go', tauj 'below'. 



Vowels. Gedney makes the following comments 
about the Lei Ping vowel system. There is no dis- 
tinction between [y] and [ui]. [v] is a little higher 
after labials such as f or ph. There is no contrast 
between [o] and [u] as in [ok] and [uk]; the vowel is 

very high. On the other hand, there is a definite 

2 
long [uu] as in nuuk 'deaf. With this in mind, 
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Gedney posits the LP vowel system as follows: 

5 5 

High. i,ii uu: ?im 'full', ciin 'to spin', 

kuuk 'hoe'. 

2 5 

Mid. y, yy: cyq 'to steam', chYYg 'elephant*. 

2 4 

Low. e,ee a,aa, o,oo: ?et 'one', meeg insect, 

2 2 4 

?ay 'to cough', ?aay 'to lean back', fog to roof, 

hook 'shell'. 

Diphthongs include a vowel nucleus followed by w 

3 12 

y q: khaw 'rice', hooy 'snail', baq 'leaf. 

In the transcription system used, e and o are 

phonetically more open, [e] and [o] respectively. In 

2 
LP, long vowels tend to be more open [kee 'old', 

2 3 2 

kheek 'guest', moo 'pot', moot 'mold'] and short 

2 1 

vowels more closed [cet 'seven', khon 'body hair']. 

Vowels in syllable-final position have a pronuncia- 
tion close to a long vowel and are therefore written 
with a double vowel. 
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